JO                            HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS.
division by a fraction by the use of its reciprocal, and in the works of other writers.
The way for the introduction of decimal fractions was prepared by the systems of sexagesimal and duodecimal fractions, since by their employment operations with fractions can readily be performed by the corresponding operations with whole numbers.  A notation such as has become usual in decimal fractions was already known to Rudolff,* who, in the division of integers by powers of 10, cuts off the requisite number of places with a comma. The complete knowledge of decimal fractions originated with Simon Stevin who extended the position-system below unity to any extent desired.   Tenths, hundredths, thousandths,... were called primes, sekondes, terzes . . .; 4.628 is written 4(0) 6(i) 2(2) 8(3).   Joost Biirgi, in his tables of sines, perhaps independently of Stevin, used decimal fractions in the form 0.32 and 3.2.    The introduction of the comma as a decimal point is to be assigned to Kepler.f In practical arithmetic, aside from logarithmic computations, decimal fractions were used only in computing interest and in reduction-tables.    They were brought into ordinary arithmetic at the beginning of the nineteenth century in connection with the introduction of systems of decimal standards.
*Gerhardt
tThe first use of the decimal point is found in the trigonometric tables of Pitiscus, 1612.   Cantor, II,, p. 555,